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YOUR VISION ACHIEVED THROUGH OURS. RIChmOﬂd, VA 23225 -Ummons.com

April 14, 2025

Mr. Chip Boyles, Executive Director
George Washington Regional Commission
406 Princess Anne Street

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401

RE: Intergovernmental Review Notification — Rappahannock Electric Cooperative (REC)
Ladysmith Substation - 18321 Jefferson Davis Highway, Ruther Glen, Caroline County,
Virginia 22546

Dear Mr. Boyles:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, Rural Utilities Service is initiating the Executive
Order 12372, “Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs,” process in order to obtain feedback and
concurrence from interested parties on financing a proposal. The Agency is being asked to consider
providing financial assistance for the proposal described below. Because this state does not have a State
Point of Contact, this letter shall serve as your invitation to comment on this proposal.

Please complete the attached form and send any comments on this proposal or your letter of concurrence
directly to the Agency at the attention of Jim Warner, State Environmental Coordinator, Rural
Development, at james.warner2@usda.gov. If you choose not to respond within 60 days of this
correspondence, the Agency will assume that you have chosen not to respond and may proceed with its
decision. If you have any questions concerning this proposal, please contact Susan Morrison at
susan.morrison@timmons.com or 919-532-3260.

Respectfully,
TIMMONS GROUP

S wam Mowudan

Susan Morrison, AICP
Senior Project Manager

Attachment 1:

1. Project Description
Environmental Information:
USGS Topographical Map
Aerial Parcel Map
Existing/Proposed Layout Plans
Virginia’s Coastal Zone Map
NWI Map
FEMA FIRM Map
VaFWIS IPA Web Search Results
DCR-DNH Biotics Data System Report and Species Search
USDA NRCS Farmland Classification Map
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Project Description

The Rappahannock Electric Cooperative (REC) is seeking federal loan funding from the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development’s Rural Utilities Service (RUS) to construct a new
substation and access road immediately west of the existing Ladysmith Substation. The proposed project
is located at 18321 Jefferson Davis Highway (U.S. Route 1) on an approximately 6.5-acre site in
unincorporated Ruther Glen, Caroline County, Virginia. The substation is located south of Fifth Street, an
asphalt/gravel road that provides access to the station from Jefferson Davis Highway. The project site
consists of an existing substation, a maintained power line easement, and mixed deciduous hardwood
forest.

The existing substation was constructed in 1997 and is operated and maintained by REC. The current
substation consists of a single transformer and associated components which will remain in place after the
new station is energized. The new substation will include three transformers and associated components.
An 8-foot permanent perimeter fence will enclose the new substation to prevent unauthorized access. The
new access road will extend south from Fifth Street along the western perimeter of the new station and
fence, through the center of the project site.

Total ground disturbance for these improvements will be determined upon completion of preliminary plans.
Approximately 5.25 acres of tree clearing is anticipated for the proposed project. REC plans to have the
new substation energized by December 15, 2025.
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‘A & Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources

3/14/2025 12:31:01 PM Fish and Wildlife Information Service
VaFWIS Search Report Compiled on 3/14/2025, 12:31:01 PM Help

Known or likely to occur within a 3 mile buffer around polygon; center 38.0100300
-77.5120599

in 033 Caroline County, VA

where (060029) Lance, yellow observed.

View Map of
Site Location

Threatened and Endangered Waters where Lance, yellow (060029) observed

Yiew Map of All

( 5 Reaches)
Threatened and Endangered Waters

T&E Waters Species -
Stream Name Highest BOVA Code, Status , Tier N}gg
TE* Common & Scientific Name
South River Lance, Elliptio
(0127987), FTST 060029 || FTST || Tla yellow lanceolata Yes
South River Lance, Elliptio
(0129629 ) FTST 1060029 | FTST || Tl yellow lanceolata e
South River Lance, Elliptio
(0135258), FTST 060029 || FTST | Tla yellow lanceolata Yus
South River Lance, Elliptio
(0135473), FTST 060029 || FTST || Ta yellow lanceolata Yos
South River Lance, Elliptio
(0141215), FTST 060029 || FTST || Ila yellow lanceolata Yes

*FE=Federal Endangered; FT=Federal Threatened; SE=State Endangered; ST=State Threatened; FP=Federal Proposed;
FC=Federal Candidate; CC=Collection Concern

**]=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier I - Critical Conservation Need; II=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier II -

Very High Conservation Need; III=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier III - High Conservation Need;

IV=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier IV - Moderate Conservation Need

Virginia Widlife Action Plan Conservation Opportunity Ranking:

a - On the ground management strategies/actions exist and can be feasibly implemented.; b -

On the ground actions or research needs have been identified but cannot feasibly be implemented at this time.; ¢ -

No on the ground actions or research needs have been identified or all identified conservation opportunities have been exhausted.

Species Observations where Lance, yellow (060029) observed (1 records , 1 Observation with
Threatened or Endangered species )
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Species Observations where Lance, yellow (060029) observed
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Species TE Tier
Oct 22 1994||PHILIP H.
626 |[SppObs STEVENSON 2 FTST 11 Yes

Displayed 1 Species Observations where Lance, yellow (060029) observed

USGS National 6th Order Watersheds Summary of Wildlife Action Plan Tier I, I, III, and IV

Species:

IHUG6 Code|[USGS 6th Order Hydrologic Unit|Different Species|[Highest TE|Highest Tier]

[YO46  |South River

56||

FTST

I

|YO48 “Polecat Creek

53||

FTST

II

Compiled on 3/14/2025, 12:31:02 PM 13511047.1 report=BOVA searchType=P dist= 4827 poi= 38.0100300 -77.5120599

audit no. 3511047 3/14/2025 12:31:02 PM Virginia Fish and Wildlife Information Service
© 1998-2025 Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources
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Client Project Number: 62464.007
Department of Conservation & Recreation
CONSERVING VIRGINIAS NATURAL & RECREATIONAL RESOURCES

PROJECT INFORMATION
TITLE: Ladysmith Substation

DESCRIPTION: The Rappahannock Electric Cooperative (REC) is seeking federal funding from the USDA Rural Utilities Service to construct a new
substation adjacent to the existing Ladysmith Substation, which is both operated and maintained by REC. The Ladysmith Substation is located at
18321 Jefferson Davis Highway (U.S. Route 1) on an approximately 6.5-acre site in Ruther Glen, Caroline County, Virginia. The project site includes
21 parcels which are all owned by REC.

EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS: The site is improved with an existing  Instream Activity: No - Instream Impact Not Required
substation and undeveloped land that has been recently timbered.

Major Ground Disturbing Activities: Excavation/Trenching/Topsoil
QUADRANGLES: Ladysmith Stripping/Clearing/Grubbing
COUNTIES: Caroline Minor Ground Disturbing Activities: Hand Digging
Latitude/Longitude (DMS): 38° 0' 38.5614" N / 77° 30' 39.3514" W
Acreage: 8 acres

Comments:

REQUESTOR INFORMATION
Priority: N Tier Level: Tier Il Plus Tax ID:

Contact Name: Susan Morrison

Company Name: Timmons Group

Address: 5410 Trinity Rd, Suite 102

City: Raleigh State: NC Zip: 27607

Phone: 919-532-3260 Fax: Email: susan.morrison@timmons.com

Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, Natural Heritage Program Page 1 of 4 Report Created: 3/11/2025 03:47:54 PM



Conservation Site Site Type Brank Acreage Listed Species Essential Conservation

Presence Site?
Natural Heritage Screening Features Intersecting Project Boundary

Group Name Common Name Scientific Name GRANK SRANK Fed Species State EO Last Obs Essential

Status of Status Rank Date EO?
Concern

Natural Heritage Resources Intersecting Project Boundary

Intersecting Predictive Models
Predictive Model Results

Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, Natural Heritage Program Page 2 of 4 Report Created: 3/11/2025 03:47:54 PM
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION

The project mapped as part of this report has been searched against the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s Biotics Data System for occurrences of
natural heritage resources in the vicinity of the area indicated for this project. Natural heritage resources are defined as the habitat of rare, threatened, or endangered
plant and animal species, unique or exemplary natural communities, and significant geologic formations.

According to the information currently in Biotics, natural heritage resources have not been documented within the submitted project boundary including a 100 foot
buffer. In addition, the project area does not intersect any of the predictive models identifying potential habitat for natural heritage resources.

Under a Memorandum of Agreement established between the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) and the Virginia Department of
Conservation and Recreation (DCR), DCR represents VDACS in comments regarding potential impacts on state-listed threatened and endangered plant and insect
species. The current activity will not affect any documented state-listed plants or insects.

Any absence of data may indicate that the project area has not been surveyed, rather than confirm that the area lacks additional natural heritage resources. New and
updated information is continually added to Biotics. Please revisit this website or contact DCR for an update on this natural heritage information if a significant amount
of time passes (DCR recommends no more than six months) before it is utilized.

The Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources maintains a database of wildlife locations, including threatened and endangered species, trout streams, and
anadromous fish waters, that may contain information not documented in the Natural Heritage Data Explorer. Their database may be accessed from
https://services.dwr.virginia.gov/fwis/ or contact Amy Martin (804-367-2211 or amy.martin@dwr.virginia.gov).

Thank you for submitting your project to the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation's Natural Heritage Data Explorer Web Service. Based on the
preliminary screening results for this project, no further correspondence will be sent from this office. Should you have any questions or concerns about this report, the
Data Explorer, or other Virginia Natural Heritage Program services, please contact the Natural Heritage Project Review Unit at 804-371-2708.

Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, Natural Heritage Program Page 4 of 4 Report Created: 3/11/2025 03:47:54 PM



Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation
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Farmland Classification—Caroline County, Virginia
(Ladysmith Substation)
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Farmland Classification—Caroline County, Virginia

(Ladysmith Substation)
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Farmland Classification—Caroline County, Virginia

(Ladysmith Substation)
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Farmland Classification—Caroline County, Virginia
(Ladysmith Substation)
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either protected from
flooding or not frequently
flooded during the
growing season

Farmland of statewide
importance, if warm
enough, and either
drained or either
protected from flooding or
not frequently flooded
during the growing
season

Farmland of statewide
importance, if warm
enough

Farmland of statewide
importance, if thawed
Farmland of local
importance

Farmland of local
importance, if irrigated

o
]

Farmland of unique
importance

Not rated or not available

Water Features

Streams and Canals

Transportation

-+ Rails
— Interstate Highways
US Routes
Major Roads
Local Roads
Background

Aerial Photography

The soil surveys that comprise your AOI were mapped at
1:24,000.

Warning: Soil Map may not be valid at this scale.

Enlargement of maps beyond the scale of mapping can cause
misunderstanding of the detail of mapping and accuracy of soil
line placement. The maps do not show the small areas of
contrasting soils that could have been shown at a more detailed
scale.

Please rely on the bar scale on each map sheet for map
measurements.

Source of Map: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Web Soil Survey URL:
Coordinate System: Web Mercator (EPSG:3857)

Maps from the Web Soil Survey are based on the Web Mercator
projection, which preserves direction and shape but distorts
distance and area. A projection that preserves area, such as the
Albers equal-area conic projection, should be used if more
accurate calculations of distance or area are required.

This product is generated from the USDA-NRCS certified data
as of the version date(s) listed below.

Soil Survey Area: Caroline County, Virginia
Survey Area Data: Version 24, Aug 28, 2024

Soil map units are labeled (as space allows) for map scales
1:50,000 or larger.

Date(s) aerial images were photographed: May 29, 2022—Jul
11, 2022

The orthophoto or other base map on which the soil lines were
compiled and digitized probably differs from the background
imagery displayed on these maps. As a result, some minor
shifting of map unit boundaries may be evident.

Natural Resources
== Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey

National Cooperative Soil Survey
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Farmland Classification—Caroline County, Virginia

Ladysmith Substation

Farmland Classification

Map unit symbol Map unit name Rating Acres in AOI Percent of AOI
11B Kempsville-Emporia All areas are prime 5.2 68.7%
complex, 2 to 6 farmland
percent slopes
22B Slagle fine sandy loam, |All areas are prime 24 31.3%
2 to 6 percent slopes farmland
Totals for Area of Interest 7.5 100.0%

Description

Farmland classification identifies map units as prime farmland, farmland of
statewide importance, farmland of local importance, or unique farmland. It

identifies the location and extent of the soils that are best suited to food, feed,

fiber, forage, and oilseed crops. NRCS policy and procedures on prime and
unique farmlands are published in the "Federal Register," Vol. 43, No. 21,

January 31, 1978.

Rating Options

Aggregation Method: No Aggregation Necessary

Tie-break Rule: Lower

USDA

Natural Resources

—=S - -
== Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey
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YOUR VISION ACHIEVED THROUGH OURS



Attachment 2: USDA Rural Development Intergovernmental Review Consultation

Form

Project Name:

1) Is the proposal consistent with State or local government planning goals?
Yes No
2) Does the proposal duplicate, run counter to, or need to be coordinated with other

activities, or might it be revised to increase its effectiveness?

Yes No

3) Will the proposal contribute to achieving state or local government goals relating to
natural and human resources or economic and community development?

Yes No

4) Are there environmental impacts and alternatives that should be considered in the
Agency’s environmental review?

Yes No



5) Will the proposal influence area growth or delivery of services, including any
disproportionate effects on minority groups?

Yes No




Page 2

6) Will the proposal impact energy resource supply and demand?
Yes No
7) Will the proposal displace people or businesses?
Yes No
8) Will the proposal be located in a Coastal Zone or Coastal Barrier Resource Area and is it

consistent with any State coastal management plan?

Comments:

Yes

No




Signature/Title Date
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