
 

Commonwealth of Virginia 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
www.deq.virginia.gov 

David L. Bulova  Michael S. Rolband, PE, PWD, PWS Emeritus 
Secretary of Natural and Historic Resources Director 

February 17, 2026 
 
George Washington Regional Commission 
Chip Boyles, Executive Director  
406 Princess Anne Street 
Fredericksburg, VA, 22401 

SENT VIA E-MAIL:chip.boyles@gwregion.org  
 

 
RE: Joint Permit Application Number 24-2880 
 Smith Lake Water Treatment Plant, Stafford County, Virginia 
 Notification of Public Notice of Draft Permit 
 
Dear Chip Boyles: 
 
The Department of Environmental Quality (Department) has received an application for a Virginia Water 
Protection (VWP) individual permit for the above-referenced project. Attached is a copy of the Public 
Notice for the proposed permit action for your review pursuant to Section 62.1-44.15:01 of the Code of 
Virginia. Notice of the proposed action will also be published in a newspaper circulated in the vicinity of 
the project site. The publication establishes a 30-calendar day public comment period for this proposal. If 
you wish to comment on this proposed action, please follow the directions in the attached Public Notice. 
 
If no response is received within the 30-day public comment period, the Department will assume that you 
have no objections to the proposed action.  If you have any questions, please contact me. 

 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Kathy Dobbie 
Water Withdrawal Permit Writer 
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
804-659-1727 
Kathryne.dobbie@deq.virginia.gov 
Blue Ridge Regional Office 
901 Russell Drive, Salem, VA, 24153 
 
Enclosure: Public Notice 



Public Notice – Environmental Permit 
 
PURPOSE OF NOTICE: To seek public comment on a draft permit from the Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) that would allow the continued operation of an existing surface water intake located on Smith 
Lake in Stafford County, Virginia. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: February 18, 2026, to March 20, 2026. 
PERMIT NAME: Virginia Water Protection Permit issued by DEQ pursuant to applicable water laws and 
regulations. APPLICANT NAME, ADDRESS AND PERMIT NUMBER: Stafford County, Attn: William Ashton; 
1300 Courthouse Road 3rd Floor, Stafford, Virginia, 22554; VWPP Permit Application No. 24-2880. 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Stafford County has applied for a reissuance of a permit for the Smith Lake 
Water Treatment Plant project. The project is located at 360 Doc Stone Road in Stafford, Virginia. The 
proposed activity would allow the continued operation of the existing permanent raw water intake 
withdrawing from Smith Lake for the purposes of a public water supply for Stafford County. No construction 
or modifications to water supply infrastructure are proposed. The proposed activity would affect Smith Lake 
and Aquia Creek in the Potomac watershed. DEQ’s tentative decision is to issue the permit. HOW TO 
COMMENT AND/OR REQUEST A PUBLIC HEARING: DEQ accepts written comments and requests for 
public hearing by hand-delivery, e-mail, or postal mail. All comments and requests must be in writing and be 
received by DEQ during the comment period. Submittals must include the names, mailing addresses or 
email addresses of the commenter/requester and of all persons represented by the commenter/requester. A 
request for public hearing must also include: 1) The reason why a public hearing is requested. 2) A brief, 
informal statement regarding the nature and extent of the interest of the requester or of those represented by 
the requestor, including how and to what extent such interest would be directly and adversely affected by the 
permit. 3) Specific references, where possible, to terms and conditions of the permit with suggested 
revisions. A public hearing may be held, including another comment period, if public response is significant 
based on individual requests for a public hearing, and there are substantial, disputed issues relevant to the 
permit. CONTACT FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS, DOCUMENT REQUESTS AND ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION: Kathy Dobbie; Blue Ridge Regional Office, 901 Russell Drive, Salem, Virginia, 24153; 
Phone: 804-659-1727; E-mail: kathryne.dobbie@deq.virginia.gov. The public may review the draft permit and 
application at the DEQ office named above by appointment or may request copies of the documents from the 
contact person listed above. 
 


