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What is the Virginia Coastal
Zone Management Program
(CZM)?

« A state agency and coastal
locality network

 Authorized, funded under the
federal Coastal Zone
Management Act

« Established In 1986

« Tidewater Virginia - 5,000
miles of shorelines out to 3-
mile territorial sea boundary
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Virginia CZM Program
Network

« Administers enforceable
laws, regulations
and policies
that protect our g e e
coastal resources :

 Fosters sustainable
development

« DEQ serves as lead agency
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To protect and restore
native coastal habitats
and species.

To restore and maintain
the quality of all coastal
waters.

To protect air quality.
To reduce or prevent

losses of coastal habitat,
life and property.

Virginia CZM Program Goals

Coastal Resource Coastal Resource Coastal Management
Protection Sustainable Use Coordination

To provide for sustainable

wild fisheries and
aquaculture.

To promote sustainable
ecotourismand to
Increase and improve
public access.

To promote renewable
energy production and
provide for appropriate
extraction of energy and
mineral resources.

To ensure sustainable
development and support
access for water-dependent
development through effective
coordination of governmental
planning processes.

To avoid and minimize coastal
resource use conflicts through
research, planning and a forum
for coordination among
agencies, interest groups and
citizens.

To promote informed decision-
making by maximizing
availability of up-to-date
information, technical advice
and scientific data.
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Coastal Needs Assessments &
Strategies

* Five-year cycle
Match-free funding:
$520,000 — $540,000/year

Assessments conducted in “coastal
enhancement areas”

High priority needs identified, strategies
drafted, projects developed

NOAA reviews and approves

FY2021-25 Strateqgies:
Coastal Hazards, Ocean Resources and
Marine Debris




 Clean Virginia Waterways will present on development and
Implementation of the Virginia Marine Debris Plan



Virginia’s ADV Problem
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* Threat to environment
(habitat damage,
hazmat, plastic/fiberglass
breaks down)

« Navigational hazards

« Economic impacts to
marinas, landowners,
communities, commercial
shipping industry
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How Prevalent
are ADVs?
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Virginia ADV Issue — Dec. 2020

- No idea of extent of problem or
central inventory

- Anecdotal success stories

- Frustrating lack of government
action

- No funding or staff for
government action

- No policy solutions or
stakeholder group

- Meeting challenges associated
with COVID




RGO WL LN T 0T AYESSIICE  \/irginia Takes Action —
Jan. 2021

Abandoned boats can be hazardous

to navigation and the environment. :
« Creation of ADV workgroup

* Policy white paper

e Survey for reporting
vessels

 Workgroup report to
General Assembly = $3
million to Virginia Marine
Resources Commission

Enter information about abandoned S
vessels using this QR code: (VMRC)

Virginia Abandoned and Derelict Vessels Work Group ¢ N OAA g rant a.p p I ICatIO n S

www.longwood.edu/cleanva/ADV.hitml

www.deq.virginia.gov/get-involved/coastal-zone-management/ [ V M R C p ro g r am

ocean-management/marine-debris

Q- @ & * Fiberglass reuse
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Virginia in 2024

11

VMRC program up and running
Permitting process clarified
Public awareness

Inventory updates

Successful grant proposals!

ters filled with debris when owners abandon ship

siders strategies for funding more boat removals, providing better disposal options
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g o hazaods boncarh vhe

Brat one of the biggen soncenm svolves
bosns bk dunng vhe affendable Rbarglan

boar boeen rthas begas = th

e, whach

e v besoow

i S

ww reacheag vhe snd of their Kegpas. The

we. aluadonat hooes ax sunbvr baag sbvndwed sppan m be ns
m i Chospeaks B ot

By in Vegina Asd When basury s bask an” reads nose

= pv o of e wanes 1980 ad Sor 3} deor crumer wth 3 e

gam bk, “w doon v wiar sun” Made wih
Couand b documsensad 170 wnbeecad plaic and-glow mne

boan dea's blund oo x marshy oh

relict vossche 12 Viegnia
wnd e odcsaly e bthd ax thay decormpone, like thatr
e thue nead so be comuowad

bears lnerad they persiw in ob

o sdede by moesus and nen. shaddng maroplernc parsclo sad

fasnndavas ommen. way kaching wak meouk over naw

vor yess Recrawes The boars oforn and wp bt s 3 maning

luneg the paodone w st adeds becsuw the owner fods M

¥ o boouger w10 o0 dhery scen't ocher oprians Sae 4 1 Ga

A o ap tidd of 3 &efancs boar can cadly sna

msore than vhe boar e wonrh

Ulalihe odd care. whow moa

¥ Sumie Fauedition
W 00! Al Deea
¥ v Fwin

N et

Srarses can &

wold se docusal Sor wrap

wustertake, the Shesplu corponean of 3
¢ '8 Fatey Ot hoat “sse prracticallly woerhlom and wend s
v (o e Vense/ coma fecee 1o s, pnpore for digproeal
! sl digesee of thas thels pares soe weerh

sy & Iesaie oeposs Faam the Vingasis
3l ooy Camter » Wilkiam & Man
Law Sihoel

Abandanad baai pass rarvgaras
probdani fsr oder bosson sl aae hax
sodous 10 e i nen. Soaw dowly
deamograw in the marsas whese an swner

i e shern. Ovders dofs oo meand:

» o

ae parpenedy wink mr 3 shore. Fud, o
puire, sewage and chernial baching froem
bartene sad deanen cabeoard chorames the
vorvlevnmarn s the wand dofs ac unka

Nee o oumnen, “the baoges s o
Shere, dhe muew copenadw A s W eeseve,”
e Kacen Forger, sxecamive disacsor of
Dyunbonen Rover NOW, who bua for yean
sxrvad calls froem rowdenss coacernad
sboun wakiag o nrandad boars near
Viegeis Beach “They waes s w0 comw uwp
with soree kind of wiucon for whae o da
with &

Ovxce 3 beot » dead in the warer
smoning & coset thesonds of dellun

ovn rene of thosande Apadag e

where the bear u locarad sad how such

s oo slrcady dintseegr sied Asd pyrmag

it back oun of che water "
wwbes, cosm or claw 5T
sarts of sod tape

Ite Lynohaven grosp, ale

panias Coanal 7 :
snd the Class Vagines Wi
u Longwacd

e bua
& grao froew the Naveaal O,
Mrmaplenc Mwocaros s M

Program o fusd mere bose 1

fudorsd posgrarm funackad ag
1m0 30 marine S menary:
im emnes i 2021, Sedping vhe
hacidog of dendicr vemeds da
14 Waksts

Thee Cosal Z vEarugy

pram, operased ur

Vegin
memt of Frvvosemersa] Qua
Lerpuly comglered 3 nepuet o0
of rhue sz s Baodoned bhas
Fuu dofsad v b Bl ehe ¢
lochades poley sugprwiom &
v borser apeions fee duy
revnoesh ard sddocosng the

(L

coemribusting w 2= ey

doted vessh

BAY JOURNAL



gasisd

ADV Locations
Proposed
for Removal

,/
/ —
P Coastal Zone Boundary

® ADV Locations
Zone 1: 31 Vessels
Zone 2: 22 Vessels
Zone 3: 15 Vessels
Zone 4: 7 Vessels
Zone 5: 6 Vessels
Zone 6: 18 Vessels

NOAA Marine Debris Removal
Grant

« $2.9 milion Federal, $597,000 match

* PI: Lynnhaven River NOW

« Paid Partners: Clean Virginia
Waterways, BoatUS, Elizabeth River
Project, Middle Peninsula Planning
District Commission, OpinionWorks,

Center for Sustainable Communities
« Additional Partners: CZM, coastal
planning district commissions
« Goal: Remove 100 ADVs over 3
years across Coastal Zone, EJ/
regional outreach



Virginia Sea Grant Marine Debris Community Coalition

13

~$299,000 Federal, $0 match

Pl. Old Dominion University (ODU)

Paid Partners: Virginia Sea Grant
(VASG), ODU

Partners: Elizabeth River Project, CZM,
DEQ EJ Program

Goal: Implement VMDRP goals for ADVs
and Derelict Fishing Gear (DFG) by
stakeholder engagement at community
level over two years; VASG online info hub

Sea\V/
Grant

VIRGINIA

O
OLD DOMINION

UNIVERSITY



Remaining Challenges

o
(o]

Sustained State Streamlined
Funding Titling Process

o C?’.)

Recycling/Reuse

X

é

Staff Capacity Prevention

()

Broader Community

Inland ADVs Outreach

14 - Virginia Coastal Zone DEQ
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Prevent Balloon Litter Campaign

Use of community-based
social marketing to change
behavior and a social norm
to prevent one source of
marine debris — and by
extension others

15




Why the Campaign is Needed

One of the five deadliest
types of marine debris...

16




Why the Campaign is Needed

...and also deadly for
animals on land.

17




Why the Campaign is Needed

Power outages

18




Why Do People Let Balloons
Go?

« Powerful emotional response to
the act of sending up balloons

* People often do not think about
where balloons go

* People have a hard time
Imagining alternatives

* Releases on private property or
In family groups

« Ceremonial aspect

19




Prevent Balloon Litter
Campaign Strategy

« Educate the public:

o Captivating, colorful and
persuasive multi-media

20

Virginia Aquarium & Marine
< Y Science Center & - Follow
Oct 22,2021 - Q

Remember a loved one with a memorial that lasts in
an Earth-friendly way by planting a tree instead of
releasing balloons. Q Ready to take the pledge?
Make a stand against balloon litter today at
PreventBalloonLitter.org!

Virginia Coastal Zone

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
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.

L] Marine debris is a massive environmental issue globally, We're encouraging our
friends and supporters to help keep balloon litter out of our oceans and waterways
o by taking the pledge against balloon releases. Visit PreventBalloonLitter.org to learn

@Prevent Ba l loo n Li tte r.o rg @ Xiﬁgf:iafggarium & Marine Science Center @

more and pledge today!

Inspirationol itter-free ideas to colebrate, to remember
and to hoaor the people who impoct our lives.

 Educate the public Togetnerdl

JOViUL pic

ond o

W ebsite
Social media

Posters
s . hTogether Honor.
Exhibit kit

Qf O COmmuNity 10 sy

MO X B 1Of MamOnom 1o Oved ones o < < .
AN idedn for Mamoncss 10 ioved o ©FO Katie Register and 83 others 2 Comments 24 Shares

oY Like (D comment /2 share &-
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CELEB;E;AT_E JOVFUE MOMENTS
WITH THE UPLIFTING,
POVVERO‘FBU@BLE§. G

~ A

THIS BALLOON TRAVELED MANY MILES
ENTANGLING THIS INNOCENT BIRD ALONG THE WAY.

THIS i
SEATURTLE h‘

THOUGHT SHE
T Tt W ) INTERD OF SWALLOWED
WITHA § & BALLOONS:

FOOD
NOT A

MEMORIAL: * 2

Pladge

RELEASED BALLOONS CAN HARM WILDLIFE. NOTto

Y ekt terors | i MARCO Release

RELEASED BALLOONS CAN HARM WILDLIFE. sl

A Prevent Baloon Literorg Balloons!

e [EE
a M’L_R_Cp L — PLEDGE NOT TO RELEASE BALLOONS! % o]

3

rainia Cacsre Zone.

(ol
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Prevent Balloon Litter
Campaign Strategy

« Educate the public
o Fact sheets

o Sticker sheets for kids

Tech Tattoos.  woos owsoos s rae
Qo0z0

Ultra Removable Tattoo
Cuntomize your techrology!

22

THE IMPACTS OF BALLOON LITTER

RELEASED BALLOONS TRAVEL
GREAT DISTANCES AND IMPACT ANIMALS
AND PEQPLE!

Released balloons ¢an drift hundreds, and even
thousands of miles, carried first on wind currents and
caming back down on land, or falling into the ocean,
where they can then be carricd by currents hundreds
of additional miles.

Latex balloans can burst in the atmosphere [1], so
that when they fall into the water they resemble jelly
fish, a favorite food turtles.

life, including the
e been reported to
ingest balloons. While one turtle was lucky to be
h b lloons Iodged

llic inks and paints on foil b;
sy expused to the environment, le
which 0 a hungry sea Ll

m a pawerline [6]. Even farm
animals have ingested balloons and ribban.

People also are negatively impacted by balloons when
foil balloons become entangled in power lines and
cause wide-spread power outages [7]

The negative impacts of balloon litter are far
reaching!

Wait!

Don’t Release Balloons!
There Are So Many
Uplifting, Litter-
Alternatives!

PREVENT
balloon
litter.org

Inspirational, colorful, litter-free ideas
fo celebrate, to remember and to honor
the people who impact our lives

There are many memorable, long-
lasting and picture perfect alternatives
to releasing balloons—that have another
great benefit: they don‘t create harmful
litter. Since 100% of balloons return

to Earth as litter, please never release
balloons {or paper lanterns) into the air.

Instead of letting the wind take away
balloons to become harmful litter,

pass around pinwheels for a colorful
celebration.

Read on for more ideas!
Together Celebrate.
Together Remember.

Together Honor.

Together Prevent Balloon Litter.

Learn more on
PreventBalloonlLitter.org

Virginia Coastal Zone

MANAGEMENT

PROGRAM DEQ
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Prevent Balloon Litter
Campaign Strategy

e Seek commitment
o Pledging

23




Prevent Balloon Litter
Campaign Strategy

e Seek commitment
o Pledging

24
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Prevent Balloon Litter Campaign Strategy

« Social diffusion and norming
o Encouraging the use of alternatives

25

Desert Balloon Recovery Crew
October 28 at 10:55 PM - @

Today our travels took us to the Ash Meadows
National Wildlife Refuge that is adjacent to
Death Valley National Park. We stopped at the
amazing Visitors Center and inquired about
balloons and told them about the DBRC.
Apparently the Ash Meadows team has been very
active! Notice Tim's reaction. So many
organizations, small groups and individuals are
helping combat this problem. The solution is to
stop selling these balloons. Do you want to know
more about ways you can help? Contact
Preventballoonlitter.org

We actually did manage to recover three
balloons in the Refuge today. Our new total for
the past ten days 15 76 See less

& 8 1 Comment 3 Shares

@ Share @~

Most relevant »

Y Like (J Comment

Virginia Coastal Zone DEQ
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Thank you: Virginia Coastal Zone

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Questions?

Jeff Flood

jefferson.flood@deq.virginia.gov VIRGING DEPARTMEENT OFQ

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Virginia Witmer
virginia.witmer@deq.virginia.gqov

CLEAN

VIRGINIA

Zach Huntington WATERWAYS
Clean Virginia Waterways
huntingtonza@longwood.edu

26 Virginia Coastal Zone D
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